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tdgather,ii'i s believed vy z;o:ze foreign diplomats &nd ‘many Arab lesders that
Sy‘v‘ia., a8 &8 natior will. L a.k u~o' ‘in Hwo.or three years,.¥ith autonomous

‘ahaih‘f!doms in: A.leooo, Homs ‘andy Ea...a a- Xurdi:h punpet provin\.e in the Jezire’l,

ey j,‘.e-",Israelia ‘got. Dwscu "irst -
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cease ri're" ioeriod.
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(’fhs Arab) a_raas_ occupied",tn defiance of the UN; include Yestern .
'Jaffa Nazareth and Yillageu over the Lebano:x frontier y "

‘..u\ ‘
i

(g>: To.respect the interna*ional

in astablishing contact vith t‘*e Presidsnt of. Sy'rie. to vhon overtures have .
besn made} they have captu:ed. tbe leaderahtp of Arads in Nazareth, Jaffa, and
Acre, ,y}SB ere despairing of a.ny effectivehelp fron Ara‘o countries and are .
‘turning to Communiam
vithput “the permission of the Co;n_:zu_:ist bc:ss ,) 'I‘he USSR will help Israel O Xev.~y:
v pand’ v.mtil ‘the® Ara Goyar:ment r;a.s'.itell'-au ﬁrﬁ;inh ‘and Lmer:lca.n ‘poligcies are .
'completely;discradi}ed V-2The ngla.ns Vill then decide Hhether to rake a’ puppet

Zionints or"o! he irab' P ,'_-ir. he’, situa.tion in: the Hear Egst coatinues
‘The Prime '







OF COMMENTS BY CTRTAIN PERSONALITIES MADE IN PRIVATE

SUMMARY
: INTERVIEWS —— December 17, 1948 to Janunary 19,1949,

Koy Designation

A, ”Propaganda has falled; the UN has falled; the Arabs are divided. Y¥nat
{s the use of empty threats by Farouk, Iba Sand, etc., when there is notning
they can deliver?

tipdulla at least has a program. ¥o one else is acting effectively. He
i{s the lesser of evils, although he is not reliadle himself. But he might
stop the Jews.

"Syria suffers from no progran. There is profound discontent, a demand
for a real economic program. Otherwies the country will bde bankrupt and in
chaos.

%0nly a Creater Syria will provide the economic means to enable the
northern Arab countries to avoid revolution and escape Comwmunist dominetion.
This Greater Syria, however, should not be under the crown of Abdulla of Trans-
jordan, but under the crown of the King of Irag, with viceroys representing
himn in Syria, Transjordan, and Palestine.

#The northern conntries cannot hops for support from Egypt or Saudi Aratia
from which they are separated physically by Israel and by the unreliadls
British puppet, King Abdulla. Im spite of the infiltration of Iraq by
Comrmunist propaganda, I feel sure that Iraq is more secure than Bgypt, where
the Maslim Brotherhood will continue its assassinations, and where King Farouk
keeps a plane fueled up for a quick departure to his happy hunting grounds in
Rhodesia." :

have no confidence in the new Syrian Covernment < SLET T

= A Syria cannot de saved by a 1e shuffling of the sane
faces in the Covernment -— most of whom are content to hold office and draw
salary. Syria cannot be 1ifted from its demoralized condition after the
Palestine defeats, or preserved from the threat of banlauptey and of civil str!
unless there is & profound reform and a constructive economlc program reaching
and benefitting the common people. ' So far as Aleppo 1s concerned, we have
no reason to believe that the new Syrian Government will Ye =ny better than
its predecessors.”

C. *The last chance for a peaceful end reasonable solution of the M~ !nr Fower:
was the Bernadotte Proposal for the frontiers between Israel and Ara® Palestiprs
At that time I still believed that there was a chance for UN officials and the
general American pubdlic to consider limiting Israel to reasonadle frontiers
which would leave in Arad hands the principal centers of Arab population. Tn-
fortunately no Major Power supported the Bernadotte Plan. After Bernadotte's
assassination, I spoke with the two top men responsible about the solutlon I
have descrided,. and both said, 'Tes, that is a very sensidle plan and & ver”
fair solution if it could be arranged.' But nothing ever haprened about it.

It was like & sudject nf tha weather — which Mark Twaln sald everybody telks
about dut no ons docs anything ahout.” :

D. “Strange as it may seenm to you, I now favor the partition of Palestina.
Convinced as I am that the Zionists will continue their aggressive policy cf
expansion in the effort to exploit the Arad World, I think we Arabs are much
better off to have Israel behind definite frontiers resulting from partition
than to have to include the Zicalsts in a single Stats of Palestine and have
them, with their propaganda and endless financlal resources, gradually work
from within Acab Councils and the Aradb League to undermine Arad interests. I
velieve it 1£ bettar to have your enemy in a neighdoring lot with a fence
between, behiad which he is suoposed to stay, than it 48 to have him as a part
owner G. your own ‘arm with friedom to roan all over your own house and
pioperty.” A o ) T
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Key Designation

E. "I am concernsd about nspotism in the Saudi Areb Government, especially
with regard to the Royal Yamily and the Hinister of Finance. Other advisors
of the King seem to rise or fall in accordance with thelr personal services,
but the Minister of Finance is entrenching memders of his family in DOsitiO“
of Govermnment responsibility without regard to their competence. Eis nephev,
who is pra”tically an i1diot, is getting too much control of finances. Although
the King makes good use of a few of his older sons, some of the others are
intriguing and running up debts in a way that does not promise well for their
conduct i1f the King should die, and they should be free to suit themselves. In
my opinion, Saudi Aradla is entirely too rmch hound to the Royal Family and to
the family of the Minister of Finance, without any opportunity for others to
reach positions of responsidility.”

TF. ¥I myself and & number of my family have lost all faith in the program
of the Muftil and in any of the Arad 1 lans for Palestine
Together with three of my cousins,
close touch with the Communist agents wit As a good
Muslim, I do not belleve im the Communist doctrine, but I also do not believe
that Russiz is helping the Jews because she cares adbout them. Opposed as we
‘are by American sympathy for Israel, and abdandoned as we are by the British
who used to supply us with arms, we shall look for help wherever we think we
‘may find 1t; and I belleve that we say find help in Russia, to whom your
country also turned when -you were fighting for survival in the recent war."

G. We still feel the way we did about Palestine, dut the Arad program for
Palestine has been defeated for the time belng; in fact, thers was never really
any agreement on an Arad Plan for Pelestine. King Abdulla wounld sell his
fellow Arabs into slavery or permit them to perish if he could increass his
own power. You may be sure that Saudi Arabia will follow & realistic course
4n its own national interest and will not be diverted by any sentimental or
fanatical considerations, nor by any foreign interference. Insofar as we cen
do so without the loss of independence we shall cooperate fully with Americens
and British in economic metters and in the technical developments needed in
Arabia, but in politics -we shall be very careful defore deciding vhat other
countries or governments will be our friends.*

A

‘H2. I believe that popular enthusiasm for Israel has passed its peak with
the successful establishment of that State: I understand that some of the
principal Jewish supporters are already cutting down’ their contributions,

and 1t may be that financial resources will steadily dry up. If this is
anderstood and believed Yy Israeli leaders, they may be willing to comp:-onise
their amdbitions and settle down im a limited state such as the territory they
now occupy. If, on the other hand, they are confident of continuing resources,
the extremists may win out, and they may continué to seize additional
territory. This continues to be the chief threat to peace. The United
Nations has not been able to agree on definite borders for the Israell State
“which alresdy administers territory it was never contemplated she should have;
and without agreement among the powers to establish the frontiers, the hope
‘for peace depends upon the reasonalleness of both Jews and Arads in accepting
‘boundaries that constitute a compromise, and then remaining within those

boundaries.®

1. "The leaders and the people of Israel, as I have seen them in Haifé,

Tel Avivy and elsexhere during the past eight months, are exultant and confident
as a rg;ul&—of’fhcir victories, and of their recognition by the world powers.
They "{nclude many mem with brains and ability, and they have ambitious plans
for their State.

' *In spite of what soms: Israeli leaders have claimed the Israslis drove
the Arabs from their homes and never invited them to remain peacefully in-
Israel until after they had left and their property had been confiscated. The

. homes have been and are being rapidly filled with Jewlsh immigrants. This {s
true of the citles and towus; e&s for ‘vhe small villages and farma ‘the present
procedure is to obliierats and plow uwp the Arabd hamlet or farm and tuild a
Jewish settlemsnt with a new made, wiping oat all trace or record of thelr
previous Arad location and property. The purpose in all of "this 4s fresly ad-
nitted — that the Israslis wan: to mske ixpossidle ths compcnsation of Arads
driven out eveu though such compemsation should de forced upon them in rrinciple

“ 91117067




Key Designation

by some world authority. Eov can oae estizate the valus of a home and
property which has beea gdliterated, and of which no record rezaias? There is
o question about it 4in my mind: Arads will not be permitted retura to
Israal and compsnsatior will mot .be made to them.  Oa the other hand, there
is a despente effor} beink made %o invite back certaim Arads with Comrmunist
"leanings who may be used for propaganda purposes agaimst %their fellow Arads.
A Tow hundred such Arabs have returnsd upon the invitatioa of Israsli authoriti
17he Israeli military leaders have told me that if the firsti truce had
2ot coms when it did they would have lost the war. During the thres months
following the first truce, the airplanes-with-mechanics which arrived from
Czechoslovaxia and the arms and explosives purchased im many places, coupled w:i
the complete embargo Om &rms to0 the Arads and political dissension among the
‘Arabs gavs the Israelis a strikimg force which was decisive..
xIgrasl still faces a =ajor problem even if she does smuccesd ix controlling
her- extremists end expansioaists. This is the probdblem of maintiining: the
standard of livimg which she kas thus'.far enjoyed by viriue of a very high
lubsidy from abroad. The cost of living in Eaifa and Tel Aviv is 5004 of the
average cost of the period 1933 to0 1939. There is mo cheap labor; wages and

rents are exorbvltanti. -

'The people gannot poni‘bly live otf the land and sell their produce to compete
with the Arads in neighboring couatries, who are ralsing the sams fruits and
vegetatles at less cost. The danger ix this situnation is that Israel will

not accept a lower standard of living mor reduce her population to the number -
which $he land would support. She expects to zaintain the prospsrity of the
conntry either (1) by comtimued financial support from the Jews of the world

" and their sympathisers, or (3) by exploitation of the meighborisg Arad countrie
"where she expects to find the cheap labor and the raw m&terialu.

¥I'have seen Buncheand Gensral Riley several times. Both vere hopeful
a Palestine ssttlement, 1f Zionists could be restraimed.. :

*British Gensral Gnle, comranding Sues Canal Zome, and U.S. idnmiral
Shermu, are ready to act to- protoct their nstionals, or evacuats them from
the area.
_ "lmbassador Griffis acted ox the Bernadotte Plan, sought to seoure Arad
sgreement to 1%, oaly to de slapped dowa by Vashing‘cox. One day Oriffis told
me he had recei'red. the same day four telegrams from Washiagioa - all mutually
contradiotory..« Yealthy Jewish friends of Griffis ia the U, S.L., vhen he
tried to seoure thelr support for the Bernadotte Plax, slapped hix dowm and .
reruqod. $o back him as they promieed to do... Griffis hoped to get Igypt im lin
to have Zgypt withdraw from the Arad group and align i{tself with the West,
leaving Syria and Ledanon iz the lurch... Griffis never pernitted any telegram
or despatch from the Znbassy to ocarry my antiJevish news, aor aay anti-Arad
nevs., Irsland is mors free %o repord the truth of Israsli violations, etc.,
since Griffis has left... Israell reoruits in the last six momths have besn
40% fromz behind the Iroa Curtaix.!
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K, 'Britain is backing Abdulla of Traasjordan, with the purposs of Balkanizing
the other Arad ocountriss and rakiag $hem come oravlimg to Britaia for protectic
and separate treaties. It isalla nattq; of arme, plenes, military transport,
and’ Brit&ix will deal 1% out to ha{ ts alone.*

PR3
L. 'Ey:'ia will go %o piocel tine. There is a0 poverful friend, too xany
centrifugal forces pulling iy gpart. AvdullTTi™mothing iz hi:ulf (b“"“
resources, . u;ﬁrll“hr“rﬁ'i!cﬁl" He zust therefore be a puppet aad. cunnot
uct 1ndependenﬂy. ‘Ho_is a safe investmeat uatil the British dro:,: hia, ¥
E;- 'J. dic-hudx Arads must maiatain morale and never corpromise, 1 vas
azainst war dut having exbarked, the Arads must keep 1% up, cold and hot,
watil vlotory, mo matter hov many years. Horale must de surtaized, Dunxirk,
Stalingrad, prove ons can survive tcmporary dattle ‘defents, provided the
 will-to-viotory remains, Abdulls will be throwa out of Arad Lesgue, and the
‘fight will go on. The Teraelis are NOT {avinoible. How can th-u-fourthl
of ons million Jews overcoxe thirty five 2i1lioa Arais in the’loag run?”




Xe z Deaiggation

H.,““Lebanon - most stable tn&.roli;ble ) ab country. Tapline would be
decisivo ia- its economy, ard spccessful. " Griffis is wrong in urging Egypt
"as a “petter route. Egypt's futura will be decided dy other factors. (You
c&nnot sarTy Tgypt to ra’orm her Z- ghe is %00 far gons.) Ezypt is less
sscure as a pipelins route tham’ Ledazom.. - o
. . 'Syriana ars conv*ncod of Tapline s Y&lne. Yhen a goverament is formsd

S itlwill ratity early.’ To de surs, Syria is precarious, aad iz a couple of
yeara 1% may be b*oken up by th Gresater Syria plois of Abdullt but whosver
owns and’ govens tha Taplixm will _probably be aonaible onox.gh to protect
1, L
© ' ®Whea T got an autographod:photo;from Aodull;, tho King signad it in
Ted in¥, the color of the onaz but I think Britain would not allow Abdulls
1o attack Saudi Arabia. = .
o i rIw tine Abdulla-will prob bly takoxqvqrrthn ‘Jebel Druze snd Damascus.-
He-will xnot touch Lebanon whichirhe satd, -'1s like a beehive, very active and
< full‘of horney, Yut better mot stick your finger dm.! A& the same time, the
‘ Comrmnists may take over northorn Syria, the Jerzirah, Aleppo, etc. The Sovie
" Minister Yo Syriz and Lebanon L;gportod to be oa Lndeiinito leave or transfer.

The

disconten§ is too pro found. : -

'Hell—knovn Communist aympathizers among the Arab rofnguos have Yeen
invitbd vadk to their homau by)Iarael +and have gone back., Russia is arming
Israel and pronarixg soms day t ,take over the interzal governmext.” The
Israeliu have been successful. in winzing the favor of obaervers by 1avieh
”'including hampagng “and Joviah voman L. . g .

i . ! - :

: The T. S..GQvernment has th Iar;el tnd the Arabs. Isr;o% is
already a tool of: Buzsia.“ﬁThq@A;abs CaR never ‘cooperate with Russis Yut thcy
havo lost all faith 4» the:U.S; Tbeir only hope s to. refuse to agree to . any

s ssize whai they can, they will over—extond

.rape of- ‘their:land,: Le¥Tthe Jo
themzelvos and “failda thc end\ ="ha Arabs will not and cannot subq;t v
: :\ \.‘\l . “ .




